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The University of M ontana
University Communications
Missoula, MT 59812
(406) 243-2522

NEWS RELEASE

April 7, 1995
UM TO HONOR FACULTY, STAFF FOR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS
M ISSOULAThe University of Montana - Missoula will honor 12 individuals for outstanding
contributions to UM at the annual Faculty and Staff Awards Reception Wednesday, April 12.
The reception is scheduled from 4 to 6 p.m. in the University Center Ballroom. Each honor
includes a $1,000 cash award except the Ruffatto Achievement Award, which is $3,500.
Award winners are:
■ John Ruffatto Achievement A w a rd -Jerry L. Fumiss, management associate professor,
will receive the fifth annual award created to recognize a UM professor who has gained practical
knowledge through involvement in business and passed that knowledge along to students. Fumiss
joined the UM faculty in 1987.
■ Most Inspirational Teacher A w ard-Janice L. LaBonty, curriculum and instruction
assistant professor, was voted by 1994’s graduating seniors as the most inspirational faculty
member for the 1993-94 academic year. Selection is administered by Silent Sentinel, a senior
honorary society. LaBonty came to UM in 1992.
■ Distinguished Teacher Award—History Professor David M. Emmons was chosen for the
award by the Faculty Development Committee. He has taught at UM since 1967.
■ Distinguished Scholar Award—Geology Professor Johnnie Moore was selected for the
award by the University Research and Creative Activities Committee. Moore joined the UM
faculty in 1977.
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■ Outstanding Academic Advising Aw ard-Psychology Professor Frances A. Hill was
chosen by a committee of faculty and students representing academic advising at UM. She has been
on the faculty since 1966.
■ Outstanding Staff Awards-Fall Semester: Patricia Bristol, program specialist in Research
Administration. Spring Semester: Kathleen Spritzer, fiscal officer and administrative assistant for
the School of Business. Both have been on the UM staff since 1984. They were selected for the
awards by a Staff Senate committee from campuswide nominations.
■ Academic A dm inistrator A w ard-D on Loftsgaarden, professor and chair of the
Department of Mathematical Sciences, came to UM in 1967. He was chosen from faculty and staft
nominations for the award, which recognizes outstanding performance by an academic department
chair or program director.
■ Administrative Service Award—Ron Brunell, director of Residence Life, was chosen by
UM administrators for outstanding service to the University. He came to UM in 1971.
■ Diversity Award—Sociology Professor Paul E. Miller joined UM in 1969. Criteria for
selection include a commitment to increase diversity among employees and students on campus.
■ Distinguished Service to International Education Award—Management Professor
Maureen J. Fleming was chosen by the International Committee for the award, which recognizes an
outstanding record of distinguished service to international education. She joined the faculty in 1971.
■ Outstanding Volunteer Award—Margaret "Peg” Shotliff, a volunteer at the Mansfield
Library for 12 years. The award honors an individual who has contributed countless hours of
volunteer time to UM.
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